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• Wayne Gretzky - Wayne Gretzky has been quoted as saying, "It's kind of ironic when I 

broke in at 17, I was told I was too small, too slow and I wouldn't make the NHL.” He's 

now recognized as one of the greatest hockey players ever. 

 

• George Lucas - George Lucas spent four years shipping the script for Star Wars around 

to the various studios and racking up numerous rejections in the process. If he'd let his 

negative inner voice get to him he would never have ended up having the highest 

grossing film of all time. 

 

• Einstein - was considered an "unteachable" fool by his early teachers. 

 

• Michael Jordan - was cut from his high school basketball team. Michael Jordan quote, 

"I've failed over and over again in my life, and that is why I succeed." 

 

• Bob Parsons - founder and CEO of GoDaddy.com. If you read his blog posting you'll see 

that he overcame a lot in pursuit of his dream. He definitely was not an overnight success 

and experienced a lot of failure on the way. But, he kept his vision in his mind at all times 

and says, "I spent very little time looking back or feeling sorry for myself." Another 

awesome quote from the article is, "Quitting is easy. The easiest thing to do in the world 

is to quit and give up on your dreams (and quite frankly, that’s what all the non-risk takers 

want you to do)." 

 

• Beethoven - Beethoven's music teacher told him he was a hopeless composer. 

 

• Colonel Sanders (creator of Kentucky Fried Chicken) - was told "No" by over a thousand 

restaurants for more than a year while he lived in his car trying to sell his chicken recipe. 

 

• Thomas Edison - I'm sure you've heard of Thomas Edison and all the inventions he 

created. He's actually known as one of the most prolific inventors in history holding 1,093 

U.S. patents as well as a lot of patents in the UK, France and Germany. When Thomas 

was 4 he was sent home from school with a note. The note told his mother that he was 

to remove his son from school because he was "too stupid to learn". Thomas' mother 

decided to teach him herself. He only had 3 months of formal schooling yet went on to 

create numerous inventions like the phonograph. He was also partially deaf in one ear. 

There is some controversy as to what he invented and what Nikola Tesla invented, (See 

more info at this link: Nikola Tesla) but he still managed to be successful even with the 

lack of support from the formal school system. 

 

• Walt Disney - was turned down by over a hundred banks when he tried to get funding 

to develop Disneyland. He was also fired from his job at a newspaper for "lacking ideas". 

He also had several bankruptcies before he was able to develop Disneyland. 


