
APPENDIX 5:  GUILDINES FOR RECEIVING PROPHETIC WORDS Page 1 of 1 
 

APPENDIX 5 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING PROPHETIC WORDS 
 

After receiving prophetic words that impact the entire body and church (especially those that 

might contain correction, instruction or warning) I believe it is important that the eldership is 

made aware of those words and given the opportunity to seek the Lord and confirm their 

validity and then determine a response and resulting strategies. 

 

These are the criteria that I use to determine a prophetic word’s validity: 

 

1. The vessel-is this person a friend of the ministry? Does this person support the ministry? Has 

this person given accurate prophetic words in the past? Does this person have anything 

to gain by releasing this word? 

 

2. The message - Reviewing recent messages that have come from the pulpit, has there 

been any indication of confirmation of these words? Are these prophetic words 

supported scripturally? Is the tone judgmental? Is the instruction prideful or threatening? 

 

3. The witness - The most important element in determining a prophetic word’s validity is the 

witness of the Spirit. As elders, does this witness in your spirit? To the head elders or lead 

pastors believe this is a word from God? What is the input of your apostolic covering? 

(Without sharing these words with other prophetic voices in the body, it is important to 

connect with the voices that you trust to see if the Lord has been speaking anything to 

them?) 

 

If you determine together that this is a legitimate prophetic word to your church, then you 

must qualify your response: 

 

1. Purpose - Is this word for the purpose of preparation, future application, correction or 

immediate action? 

 

2. Timing - depending on its purpose, what applies to the present and what applies to the 

future? 

 

If you believe that these words are legitimate, then you must formulate strategies of response. 

That would include: 

 

1. Repentance as a leadership for anything that is revealed 

 

2. Purposeful action to bring course correction such as teaching from the pulpit and 

teaching in smaller settings. 

 

3. Answering the questions - is there anything we need to change to reflect this course 

correction in our attitudes, actions or operations? Who are the key people we can 

utilize to affect any changes that we believe the Lord is calling us to? 

 

4. Prayer - and, of course, begin to pray in agreement for God‘s intervention on our behalf 

and his grace to accomplish what he is calling us to do. 


